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acquainted with the Hiſtory of Poland, to 

affirm, as ſome do at preſent, that we ought 
to confine the Æra of the greateſt Power of the 
Poles, their numerous Victories won, and Pro- 
vinces conquered, to that Period in which the 
Catholic Religion alone was exerciſed in their 
Country. 


1 would argue a Perſon to be very little 


This Period muſt be reckoned from the 11th 
to the 14th Century. Boleſlas II. that warlike 
Hero of the 11th Century, placed indeed a King 
on the Throne of Bohemia, and on that of 
Hungary, and likewiſe appointed a Duke of 
Sileſia; but, like his Cotemporary the Emperor 
Henry IV. he was cruſhed by the Power of the 


Clergy ; and both the Proſperity and Glory of 


Poland ſeemed to be buried with him. Not to 


mention the Tartars, who had well-nigh extir- 


pated the whole Nation in three different Attacks; 
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we find that in the 12th Century they loſt bort: 
Sileſia and Pomerania, without being able during 
that Interval to make the leaſt Conquelt by way 
of Compenfation. On the contrary, the moſt 
inconſiderable neighbouring States did not ſuffer 
them to enjoy a Moment's Tranquillity. 


The Pruſſians, Pomeramans, and Sileſians all 
waged war againſt Poland, and for the moſt 
art with Succeſs. Caſimir at length began to 
3 himſelf. He acquired the Appellation 
of The Great, not merely from the Number of 
s Victories, his Conqueſts, or the | Extent of 
his Kingdom, which was very {mall ; but by his 
Miſdom, his excellent Adminiſtration, his Riches, 
and the great Number of Cities he founded. 
For I do not conſider as a Conqueſt his taking 
Poſſeſſion of Red Ruſſia in the Name of his 

Nephew the Duke of Oppeln, then very young, 
who was the Son of the laſt Heirels of the reign- 
ing Line of the Dukes of Ruſſia. His Succeſſor 
Lewis was very defirous of annexing this Pro- 
vince to Hungary : He even entered into a Ne- 
gociation for that Purpoſe with the Duke of 
Oppeln, to whom he agreed to give other Ter- 
ritories in Exchange, together with the Title of 
Viceroy of Poland. But after the Death of 
Lewis, the Aftairs of this Kingdom took on a 
iudden a different Turn: Jagellon married the 
Daughter of Lewis, in conſequence of which, 
Lithuania, White Ruſſia, Podlachia, Volhinia, 
and Podoha, Provinces in his Poſſeflion, were 
annexed ro Poland. Immediately after his Mar- 
riage, he Iikewite made himfelt Maſter of Red 
Runa, and drove from thence the Duke of Op- 
peln. The Kingdom was at that time increated 
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to thrice its former Extent; and it is evident, 
that the Greeks (or thoſe Provinces which had +» 
been newly united to Poland, all of whom were 
of the Greek Church) may very juſtly claim as 
their Right Three Parts in Four of the Con- 
queſts which have been ſince made. The Suc- 

ceſſors of Jagellon aggrandized the Kingdom 
ſtill more by the Conqueſt of Pruſſia, Livonia, 

Courland, Walachia, Moldavia, and the Ukraine. 

The three laſt-· mentioned Provinces alfo profeſſed 
the Greek Religion; ſo that we may affirm, that 
from the Time of Jagellon to Sigiſmund (when 
the Reformation took place) Three Fourths af 
Poland were undoubtedly Greeks. 


With reſpect to Jagellon, I cannot help tak- 
ing Notice of a Law which he paſſed againſt the 
Bohemian Huſſites, who were declared Heretics by 
the Council of Conſtance. They had vehement- 
ly oppoſed their Emperor Sigiſmund. Jagellon, 
who was his Brother-in law, ” furniſhed — with 
Money and Troops to act againſt them; and a 
Poliſh Biſhop was principally inſtrumental in 
cauſing John Huſs to be burnt. The Huſſites, 
in Revenge, made frequent Incurſions into Po- 
land, and put all to Fire and Sword. This Ob- 
ſervation is alone ſufficient to refute the Error of 
a Poliſh Prelate *, who lately quoted this Law of 
Jagellon in a publick Harangue, as though 1t 
proſcribed the Diſſidents of Poland; for both the 
Proteſtants and Greeks are at preſent 2 
hended under the Name of Diſſidents. Now the 


* The Prince Biſhop of Cracow, in his Speech at the 
Diet of Warſaw on the 11th of October , printed in 
Poliſh, 
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former did not begin to exiſt till a hundred Vears 
after Jagellon, and it had been ridiculous to 
roſcribe thoſe who were not then in being. As 
for the Greeks, they conſtituted the major Part 
of his Subjects; and it would have been equally 
abſurd to exterminate Three Fourths of the 


Nation for the Sake of gratifying the remaining 
One. 


During the Reigns both of Sigiſmund I. and 
Sigiſmund Auguſtus, the Reformed and Luthe- 
rans, Who were alike compriſed under the com- 


mon Name of Proteſtants or Goſpellers, multi- 


plied exccedingly in Poland. Pruflia, Livonia, 
Courland, the Leſſer and Greater Poland, as well 
as Lithuania, and almoſt all the Grandees and 
Nobles embraced Proteſtantiſm. Only the Clergy 
and a {mall Number of the Nobility remained at- 
tached to the Court of Rome; inſomuch that at 
the Death of Sigiſmund Auguſtus, there could 
ſcarce be found One Catholic to Seven of the 
other Perſuaſion in the whole Kingdom. 


On the Death of this King, the Nation aſ- 
ſumed the Form of a Republic. He was the 
laſt Dominus S Heres, Lord and Heir. All the 
Laws enacted before this Time, became ſo by 
the ſovereign Authority of the Kings, cum Con- 
filio tamen Baronum (with the Advice and Con- 
ſent of the Grandees). His Grandfather, Caſi- 
mir III. was the firit who convened the Nobi- 
hty, in order to oblige them to accept the new 
Impoſitions. Sigiſmund I. and his Father uſed 
the fame Method; but after his Death the whole 
legiſlative Authority fell into the Hands of the 
Nobility. 

The 
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he Grand Marſhal Firley, who was a Pros 
ieſtant, aſſembled the Firſt Diet of the Repub- 
lic in 15729. The Peace betwixt the Greeks, 
Proteſtants, and Catholics was therein eſtabliſhed, 
as a fundamental Law of the Republic. The 
Wars in Germany under Charles V. and in France 
under Catherine de Medicis, made them ſenſible 
of the Neceſſity they were under of tolerating each 


other. The Catholics were by far the weakeſt, 


and thought themſelves extremely happy in the 
Conceſſion made to them, that the eccleſiaſtical 
Property and Revenues of Catholics ſhould be 
given to none but ſuch, as thoſe appertaining 
to the Greeks were to be beſtowed on Greeks 
only. They promifed to each other mutual 
Defence and Affection, and that a Difference in 
Religion ſhould never prove the Cauſe of civil 
Diſſenſion, unanimouſly reſolving to make an 
Example of that Perſon, who under ſuch a Pre- 


tence ſhould excite freſh Diſturbances. 


As this Law has been repeated in all the pub- 
lic Acts, Conſtitutions, and Pacta Conventa 
from that Time to the preſent, the Catholics 
cannot but allow that it is a fundamental one. 
I defy them to produce any other Law, whoſe 
Sanction has been more lolemnly, more con- 
ſtantly, and more frequently repeated than this; 
ior when they even gained the Superiority after 
the Death of Sigiſmund III. chey never preſumed 
notwithſtanding openly to contradict ic, though 
they intended in ſome Meafure to infringe it 
by placing under their Signatures, Salvis Furi- 
bus Ecclefie Romanæ Catbolicæ, ſaving the Rights 
of the Roman Catholic Church ; which was a 
mental Reſervation, ſignifying, that the Pre- 
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tenſions of the Pope were ſufficient to invalidate 
every Law that diſpleaſed him. Wherefore the 
Diſſidents, by way of Repriſal, wrote beneath 
their Signatures, Salva Pace inter Difſidentes : 


Saving the Peace amongſt the Diſſidents. 


In the Infancy of the Republic, the Word 
Diſſidents comprehended the Greeks, Catholics, 
Reformed, and Lutherans. The Words of the 
Conſtitution 1573 are: Nos gui ſumus Diſſidentes in 
Religione, i. e. We who differ in religious Matters. 
The Arians were excluded under John Caſimir. 
As ſoon as the Catholics perceived they were 
the ſtrongeſt Party, they affected to ſeparate 
themſelves from the reſt of the Diſſidents; they 
called theirs the Eſtabliſhed Religion, and that 
of the others authorized ; afterwards, not au- 
thorized, but only tolerated ; and they have 
now carried the Matter ſo far as to maintain that 


they are not even tolerated. 


The Superiority of the Diſſidents laſted till 
the Death of Sigiſmund III. During this long 
Series of Years there have been ordinary and 
extraordinary, free and confederate Diets; and it 
appears by the Conſtitutions, that the Equality 
of the Diſſidents in all reſpects with the Catho- 
lics has always been confidered as a fundamental 
Article; but the Prelate above-mentioned aſſures 
us, that every thing we meet with in the Conſti- 
tutions in Favour of the Diſſidents was extorted 
by Force in tumultuous Aſſemblies. 


However he has nothing to oppoſe to us, but 
the Confederacies of 1717 and 1733, which were 


certainly the moſt tumultuous of all, being held 


at 
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at the Commencement of the Wars that fol- 
lowed. The Article which enjoins Peace amon 
the Diſſidents was ſigned by all the Catholics then 

reſent, and ſo are alſo the continual Repetitions 
of it in all the Pacta Conventa, and in the ſame 
Terms, to the Death of the late King; whereas 
the Confederacies of 1717 and 1733 are not 
ſigned by the Diſſidents, who were expelled from 
thence by Force. Such is the Difference be- 
twixt a long-eſtabliſhed Law, which has been 
conſtantly ratified by the Liberum Veto; and a 
Law made Sword in Hand, which was never con- 
firmed by unanimous Conlent. 


This Prelate exerts his utmoſt Efforts to find 
even the Shadow of a Law againſt the Diſſidents, 
and has not been able to diſcover any of a more 
ancient Date than 1632; viz. 100 Years after 
the Eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant Religion, 
and 800 Years after that of the Greeks. It is 
there expreſſed, In Urbibus regiis, ubi in preſents 
Diffidentes in Ecclefiis a ſe erefis publico gaudent 
Religionis Exercitio, eodem in paſterum quogque, 
perinde ac nunc, gaudere & uti poteriut. Ubi 
vero Eccleſias in preſenti ad eum Lum erectas non 
habent , eas aa evitandes Tumultus, ibidem 
erigere non devebunt. This Law authorizes the 
Continuance of the Churches of the Diſſidents, 
that had been erected in the royal Cities; but, 
in order to prevent Tumults, prohibits the build- 
ing of new. The ſpecious Pretext concerning 
Tumults *, and the Refiriction with regard to 

regal 


* The Roman Catholics burnt and demoliſhed ſeveral 
Proteſtant Churches in the royal Cities; viz, at Cracow, 
Wilna, Polnania, Lublin, &. A Law was made in the 
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regal Cities only, cauſed the Matter at that time 
to take Effect, though not without great Op- 
poſition. But what can the Prelate infer from 
this Law? At moſt he can only aſſert, that 
the Conſtitutions of the Year 1632 are final with 
regard to the Diſſidents; and I imagine that 
they will defire nothing better. As to the Law 
he fo largely inſiſts on, which was made by the 
Duke of Mazovia againſt the Lutherans, he can 
draw no Conſequences from it; becauſe in ſtrict 
Propriety it reſpects that Province only; and be- 
ſides, the Situation of Things with relation to 
this Duchy mult have been entirely changed, ſince 
it was incorporated with tne reſt of the King- 


dom. 


The Law of 1632 was re- aſſumed in the Con- 
federacies of 1648, 1688, 1674, 1696, and 1717. 
Till the Year 1696, it is plainly repeated almoſt 
verbatim, ſo that we may ſafely affirm, that there 
never were any Laws made againſt the Diſſidents 
till the Year 1717 : For that of 1632, with the 
Repetitions, is in One Reſpect to their Advan- 
tage, by confirming to them the Churches which 
were then erected. The Confederacy of 1717 was 
indeed of a contrary Opinion: But the Stile of its 
Fourth Article is ſo confuſed, that it is impoſ- 
fible to underſtand it. The Diet fat no longer 
in the whole than till they read the Conſtitutions 


Diet of 1631 againſt Perſons who ſhould thus diflurb the 

ublic Tranquility. This Law was confirmed at the Diet 
held in 1632, wherein the Diſſidents, in order to prevent 
the Tumults excited by the Romiſh Populace, came to 4 
Reſolution not to erect any new Churches in the royal 
Cities. 
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compiled by the Biſhop Szaniawſki, which was 
Seven Hours “. 


The Fourth Article maintains, or ſeems to do 
ſo, that the Law of 1632, which was renewed 
in 1648, 1668, 1674, and 1696, reſtrains the 
Diſſidents from all publick Exerciſe of their 
Religion; which is an Aſſertion that deſtroys 
itſelf, and falls by its own Weight. 


He afterwards aſfirms, that the Confederacy 
re-enacted this Law; and that, in order to re- 
medy the Abuſes which had been introduced 
during the late War, it ordained, that all the 
Churches which had been built during that Time 
ſhould be demoliſhed (though by the way there 
was only one ſuch, and that the Swedes had erec- 
ted at Poinania for the Uſe of their Garrifon) ; 

nd laſtly, that the Diſſidents ſhould not aſſem- 
ble at their Devotions, except in a private Man- 
ner in their own Houles, without either ſinging 
Plalms or Preaching. 


It may well be imagined, that ſuch a Law as 
this mult greatly alarm the Diſſidents: Even the 
Catholics themſelves were not a little diſguſted 
at it. The Confederacies of Great Poland and 
Lithuania particularly made ſtrenuous Reæmon- 
ſtrances againſt it. 


It is remarkable, that the Primate himſelf was not per- 
mitted to ſpeak, This induced him to quit the Diet, ſaving 
to the King: Sire, I am injuriouſlly tteated.” The Proteſ- 
tauts who were Nunicos declared againf this Article with 
great Freedom; and it is well known how zcalouſly Mr. 


Zlotnicki Unruk Wolk, and others did ſo likes ife. 
B At 
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At the Treaty of Peace in 1718, the States 
required this Article to be expunged; but Szani- 
awiki maintained that it did not in the leaſt de- 
rogate from the Rights of the Diſſidents, and that 
it related only to the Abules introduced durin 
the late War. Upon this Account the Diet una- 
nimouſly paſſed a Law under the Title of“ An 
© Explanation of the Fourth Article,” in which 
are Contained theſe Words: Drifſidentes circa 
antiqua Jura & Privilegia conſervamus , abu- 


ſus vero, pravio Proceſſu jolito in Foro Lege vete- 


7i preſcripto, tolluntur. The King, on his Part, 
iſſued a Declaration to the like Effect, ſetting 
forth, that this Law did not in any Degree tend 
to prejudice the Rights of the Diſſidents eſta- 
bliſned by the General Confederacies, and ſworn 
to be maintained by him and his Predeceſſors 
in the Pacta Conventa. Theſe Two Explana- 
tions, ſigned by the King, and by Leduchowſxi, 
Marſhal of the Diet, ſhould naturally be ſub- 
Joined to the Conſtitution of 1718; but they 
are ſuppreſſed, although they ought to be pre- 
ſerved in the Archives “. 5 


From this Account it is obvious, that the 
Conſtitution of 1718, when fairly interpreted, 
does not in any Degree alter the Condition of the 
Diſſidents, but allows them the ſame Privileges 
they enjoyed in the Year 1632, keeping till to 
the Limits which the Republic then preſcribed 
them : But it has nevertheleſs furniſhed a Pre- 
tence for the moſt horrid Perſecutions, 


In the Year 1733 the Law of 1632 was re- 
cpacted, with all the Repetitions, and even that 


Jura et Libertates Diſſidentium, p. 71. Docum. XI. 
of 
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of 1717. They added to it the Article of Ex- 
cluſion from all Offices: This was done after 
they had forcibly expelled the Diſſident Nuncios 
from the Aſſembly. Auguſtus III. ſwore to keep 
Peace with the Diſſidents ; but this was the Firſt 
time they added the Words, Ad Normam Con- 
flitutionis 1717, and the Excluſion from Offices. 
This is a remarkable Contradiction; for if the 
Conſtitution of 1717 forbids the Diſſidents the 
F.xerciſe of their Religion, as the Prieſts ex- 
plain it; and if they are excluded from Offices 
thereby, I ſhould be glad to be informed what 
the King ſwears when he uſes the Words, Pax 
inter Diſſidentes; for when they are deprived of 
the Exerciſe of their Religion, and are debarred 
from holding Offices, they have nothing left them 
but their Lives and Eſtates : Does the King 
then ſwear that he will neither plunder nor mur- 
der his Diſſident Subjects? 


It may be aſked, Why the Diſſidents, who 
were well appriſed of the tyrannical Diſpoſition 
of the Romiſh Clergy, did not better provide 
for their own Safety at a time when they were 109 
greatly ſuperior to them in Power ? I anſwer, 
that they confided too much in their Strength 
and Numbers, ſuppoſing it to be highly im- 
probable, that an Eighth Part of the Kingdom 
ſhould ever be able to prevail over the other 
Seven : Beſides, the Catholic Clergy were at that 
time very mild in their Behaviour, and 1t was 
hoped that they would have come over to Pro- 


teſtantiſm; and laſtly, the Greek and Proteſtant +» 


Religions do not allow of Converſions by Force 
or Fraud, and they abhor Perſecution. 
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After the Death of King Sigiſmund Auguſtus 
many were inclined to chuſe Szafraniec for King, 
who was a Proteſtant ; but the Intereſt of the 
Princeſs Anne, Siſter of the deceaſed King, pre- 
vailed. She conſidered herſelf as Heireſs of the 
Crown, and the Examples of Lewis and Jagel- 
lon, beſides the Gratitude due to her Bt other 
and Father, induced the Nation to reſolve upon 
the Choice of a King, who would conſent to be- 
come her Huſband. Ilenry de Valois did not 
keep his Promiſe. Stephen Bathori therefore was 
choſen; and he changed his Religion, becauſe 
the Princeis would not content to marry a Pro- 
teſtant, and without her Afi ANCE his Party 
would have been too weak againſt Maximilian. 
This Que 11 Was Ac that time the le Support of 
the Catholic Religion, to which ſhe did eminent 
Service, by cauſing the Jeſuits to educate and 


train to their own 55 ſigns her Nephew Sigiſmund 


of Sweden, whom it e had Influence enough to 
get c! tected King after the Death of her iiuiband, 
and to ſupport him againit Maximilian. 


imund III. was w holly intent on conver- 
. ney what 1s almoſt ſeparable from it, 
on perſecuting. As he was always ſurrounded by 


* 


and hearkened altogether to their 
33 AF... . E dor > * | 
ouniel, the Affairs of the Kingdom were utterly 
neglected. The Catholics as well as the Pro- 
teſtants, and EVEN his Protector the great 
; wao had placed him on the Throne, 
were highly ite ed at it, and bitte ny re- 
proachca him in public for his Conduct“: Mat- 
| ters 
* Roman Ca holie Eiſſop las given us the following 
Beſcr ptiou of Sigumund 111, Sub finem cjuſdem anni 1610 
de cellerat 
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ters were carried to ſuch a Pitch, that One Part 
of the Nation, with Lebrzydowſk! at tneir Head, 

were juſt on the Point of deth: ny um. The 
Converſion of a Diſſident, the Getting Ie of a 
Diflident Church, the Fuundin ng of a itional 
College of Jeſuits, were mo 3 by him 
than the gaining of a Victory, He aſſiſted in 
Perſon at the Demolition of a Proteſtant Church 
at Cracow. - He was the Inventor of the new 
Contrivance of an united Greek Religion, which 
has ſince ſerved as a Pretext for perſecuting and 
deſtroying the Greeks, He filled the Provinces 
with Jeſuits, who, appropriating to themſelves 
by Degrees the Education of Youth, and teaching 
them nothing but bad Latin, and a furious and 
unbounded Zeal for the Court of Rome, thus 
formed the bad Manners of the 17 Century. It 
i5 evident that theſe Contrivances muſt have con- 
ſiderably changed the State of the Diſſidents du- 
ring a Reign of F ifty Years. With Preferments 
to beſtow | in one hand and Profecutions to threa- 


deceſſerat quoque cubiculi regii præfectus. Andreas Bobo. 
la, octogenarius, homo rudis, moroſus, promotus ad illud 
officium patrocinio Societatis Teſu, quod illis in omnibus 
coaſter. Unce utrique conjunQa opera in privatis col- 
loquiis, quz ipſis ſemper patevant, ſolicitantes R-2em _— 
conſtrinxerant, ut omnia ipſorum conſiliis agerer, et Aul 
rum ſpes et curæ non niſi ab eorum favore penderent: — 
et in publicis negotiis iti ſuggerebant quid Rex decerneret, 
tanto majori Reipublica periculo, quod ad hojuſmodi fami- 
Liaritatem Regis — tur perſonæ (præſertim con! effor 
et concionator) a ſcholis vel a magiſterio novitiyorum reli- 
gioſorum, rerum et ſtatus politiz prorſus expertes: hæcque 
cauſa unica fuit errorum non in domeſticis ſolum, ſed et in 
publicis, ut Moſchicis, Suecicis, Livoniciſque Regis ra: 10 - 
nibus, et tamen pene facrilegii crimen reputabaty r, ſi quis 
eorum dicta factaque repre ehendiſſet, et nemin!, qui non ipũs 
applaudetet, facilius ad dignitates aditus patebat. Piaſecti 
Chranicon, P. 99, 300, 


den 
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ten in the other, it is not poſſible to fail of making 
Proſelytes. Six Greek Prelates declared for the 
Union in 1595. Both Prieſts and People were 
compelled by Degrees to follow the Example 
of their Biſhops. Such a Conduct as this could 
not but be attended with Inſurrections. Sigiſmund 
loſt the Crown of Sweden, and ſhortly afterwards 
Livonia, Walachia, and Moldavia : The great 
Revolt of the Coſſacks was concerted ; and the 
Diſſidents entered into a Confederacy at Wilna 
in the Year 1599 *. Both Greeks and Proteſtants 
engaged thereby to repel by Force the Perſecu- 
tions of the Catholics and the new-united Greeks, 
they appointed Noblemen in each Province, to 
whom they might have Recourſe in caſe of freſh 
Attempts on the Part of the Catholics ; and the 
Noblemen were obliged to oppole theſe Attempts 
by Force of Arms. 


By Means like theſe the rapid Converſions of 
Sigiſmund were retarded : He found himſelf ob- 
liged to deſiſt from open Violence, and inſtead 
thereof to employ Artifice only; notwithſtand- 


ing which, the Number of Diſſidents continued 


to decreaſe daily. Every Gentleman who em- 
braced the Catholic Faith immediately demo- 
liſhed all the Churches of the Diſſidents that 
were built on his Eſtates; the Tradeſmen that 
| were ſettled there diſperſed themſelves, and the 
Peaſants were converted without the leaſt Diffi- 
culty. If the Prieſt or any of the Vaſſals hap- 
pened to be firſt converted, he was ſure to be 
countenanced and ſupported by the Catholics 
againſt his Lord, who was compelled at length 
by Dint of a Variety of Chicanery, either to em- 


* It is printed at the End of a Pamphlet, intituled, Fun- 
damenta Liberœ Religionis in Polonia, 1764. Folio. 
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brace Popery or diſpoſe of his Eſtate. In the 
Eſtates belonging to the Crown they proceeded 
by a till ſhorter Method to obtain their Ends. 
In this Manner the Diſſidents loft during the 
Time of Sigiſmund upwards of an hundred 
Churches; and the Catholics increaſed to that 
Degree, that from Five only, who were Mem- 
bers of the Senate at the Beginning of his Reign, 
at the Concluſion of it they amounted to Three 
Parts of the whole Aſſembly. 


Wadiſlas IV. did not perſecute the Diſſi- 
dents. He cauſed the Calloguium Charitativum 
to be held at Thorn, with a View to unite the 
Catholics and Proteſtants ; but he did not ſhew 
the ſame Indulgence to the Greeks. The Flames 
of the Coſſack Rebellion, which had for a long 
time been lurking under the Embers, at length 
broke out, and the Polanders paid dearly tor 
their intolerant Spirit. 


John Caſimir had no Affection for the Diſſi- 
dents ; but having Occaſion for their Aſſiſtance, 
he protected them from Motives of Intereſt. 
The City of Dantzick alone maintained Ten 
thouſand Men in his Service againſt the Swedes. 
Though it was endeavoured at the Treaty of 
Oliva to deprive the Swedes of every Pretence for 
re- entering Poland, we nevertheleſs find by Ar- 
ticle II. * That all the Subjects of the Kingdom 
* of Poland, of what Condition or Religion ſo- 
ever, were to enjoy for the future all the 
* Rights and Privileges, as well temporal as ſpi- 
* ritual, which they had enjoyed before the War,” 
with this Addition, © ſecundum Leges Regni.” 
But the Leges Regni of that Period not only au- 

thorizeꝗ 
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thorized the {everal Religions of the Diffidents, 
but likewite placed them upon an equal Foot- 
ing with the Catholic. In this Reign the Arians 
were pronounced Heretics, and baniſhed the King- 
dom; but it was at the fame time declared, that 
this had not the leaſt Reference to the Dimdents, 
and they were aſſured in the moſt ſolemn Man- 
ner, that they ſhould for the time to come be 
continued in the Enjoyment of all their Rights, 
Employments, and Flonours as before. This 
Law or 1601 is extant amongſt the Originals; 
8 the 1 of the Volumina Legum has 

reſſed it. The Arians were charged with 
Blaphemy and it was ordained, that all Proſe- 
cutions againit them ſhould be Uecided by the 
ſeveral Courts before any others, as being the 


Cauſe of God. 


During the Reigns of the Saxon Princes, the 
Clergy again applied this Law to the Diſſidents, 
contrary to the expreſs Tenor of the Conſtitutions 
of 1661, and 1685; and to this very Time the 


Trials of the Diſſidents are determined ex Re- 


giftro Artanijm : ; bur a Cauſe of this Kind is 
branded with the Epithet of “ abominable ;” ſo 
that no one will venture to eſpouſe the Part of 
a Perſon accuſed under this Title. 


„John III. openly protec Ted the Diſſidents as 
often as the Zeal of the Catholics was exerted 
in too flagrant a Manner; notwithſtanding which 
their Number and Power diminiſhed more and 
more, and tney were no longer admitted into 
the Senate. The Greeks were ſill protected by 
the Czars John and Peter, and the Republic 


promiſed by the Treaty of Ha Z1ACZ to re- eſta- 
bliſh 
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bliſh them in their ancient Rights, and to curb 
the United Greeks ; but the Promiſe was ,with- 
out Effect. 


Auguſtus III. affected to appear a zealous Ca- 
tholic ; and fo far was he from admitting the Dit- 
ſidents into the Senate, though he was autho- 
rized ſo to do by the Patta Conventa, that he 
conferred no Office of Importance upon them. 
In 1704, Four Greek Biſhops united themſelves 
to the Church of Rome, and the greateſt Part 
of their Dioceſes were conſtrained by numberleſs 
Vexations to follow the Example of the Paſtors. 
Peter I. exclaimed loudly againſt it, nevertheleſs 
the Affair was but ſlightly mentioned in the 
Treaty of 1710, and it has been obſerved above 
what the Pacification of 1718 ordained with 
reſpect to the Diſſidents. 


Peter I. was greatly incenſed at theſe Proceed- 
ings, and complained loudly againſt them. This 
Matter led the Two Courts into a long and a 
very warm Altercation, in which even Menaces 
were not ſpared. In one of the Letters, dated 
Auguſt 6, 1724, the Emperor thus expreſſes 
himſelf : + That being Mediator and Guarantee 
of this Pacification, he would never ſuffer it 
<< to be miſinterpreted into a Pretence for per- 
« ſecuting the Diſſidents and invading their Pri- 
< vileges.” In the Midſt of theſe Diſputes the 
Tragedy of Thorn was acted, which irritated 
this Monarch to ſuch a Degree, that he ſent an 
Army of 30,000 Men into Lithuania, and no- 
thing but his Death put a Stop to the War ſoon 
after its Commencement. It has always been a 


Maxim of ſound Politics, to protect the weakeſt 
Side 
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Side againſt the ſtrongeſt. This the Kings of 
Poland had hitherto always obſerved with re— 
gard to the Diſſidents: But the Two Saxon 
Kings took an oppoſite Courſe; their only Aim 
was to attach the Clergy to their Intereſt, think- 
ing by that means to ſtrengthen their Authority, 
and obtain a firm Footing in Poland. They un- 
dertook nothing without the Intervention and 
Advice of Prieſts, ſacrificing every thing to their 
Humour; and the Diſſidents were above all 
abandoned to their Mercy. They avoided with 
the utmoſt Caution the very Appearance of afford- 
ing them Protection ; all they did in their Favour 
amounted to a bare Promiſe to confer Offices on 
their Perſecutors, in order to mitigate their Re- 
ſentment; but the Authority of the Law or of 
the King was never exerted in their Behalf. 
The Event however has ſhewn that their Policy 
was not the beſt adapted to anſwer the Purpoſes 
intended by it. | 


In ͤ the mean time the Power of the C'ergy 
increaled to an enormous Extent; and a Nation 
which ſtiles itſelf free with reſpect to its Kings, 
cannot affirm that it is fo with reſpect to its 
Prieſts; every one trembles before them; the 
moſt inconſiderable Pariſh Miniſter is become 
formidable to his Lord ; he obliges him to pay 
the Church Dues in what Manner he pleaſes, the 


leaſt Oppoſition being puniſhed by Anathemas 


or Citations before the Confiſtories and Tribunals, 
where the Clergy are always Maſters; and the 
Diſſidents have given them a ſpecious Pretext 
for their Acquiſition of this Power. From the 
Time that the Clergy aſſumed the Power of ex- 
plaining and carrying into Execution the Con- 

| ſtitution 


l 


ſtitution of 1717, they have refuſed the Diſſi- 
dents the Liberty even of repairing their Churches, 
and much more of rebuilding them : They have 
deprived them of their Bells, Towers, and Schools; 
and if they ſtill ſuffer any Churches to exiſt, it is 
only that they may have an Opportunity of plun- 
dering them for a longer Time. They prohibit 
Baptiſms, Marriages, and Burials in Diſſident 
Churches ; they annul all ſuch Marriages, and 
declare the Children Baſtards; they take the 
Children from their Parents, and place them in 
Convents; they force People to come to Mats, 
and aſſiſt at Proceſſions; convert by Torture 
thoſe whoſe Anceſtors were Catholics ; they in- 
trude by Force into the Preſence of dying Per- 
ſons in order to convert them, whether with or 
without their Conſent ; they diſturb Funeral Pro- 
ceſſions, beat and abuſe the Prieſts, and drag the 
dead Bodies about the Streets; they even dig 
them out of their Graves, and throw them to 
the Dogs. They haraſs the Diſſidents by every 
poſſible Method, ſpoil them of their Goods, and 
frequently put them to Death; they deny them 
common Juſtice, declaring that Heretics, a Title 
they always give the Diſſidents, have forfeited 
all the Privileges of Society. In publick Ha- 
rangues, as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil, they load 
them with abuſive Language, and charge them 
with the moſt heinous Crimes ; declare thoſe to 
be Favourers of Heretics who preſume to dil- 
approve of this Conduct, and proſecute them 
ex Regiſtro Arianiſmi before the Tribunals. All 
theſe Grievances continue without Remedy to 
this Day; and what aggravates the Misfortuae 
is, that the Preſcription of Half a Century has 
converted them into a Kind of Law. 
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I now return to the Conſtitution of 1733, 
which is very little ſhort of a direct Breach of 
the Peace with the Diſſidents. It prohibits them 
the total Exerciſe of their Religion, excludes 
them from holding Offices, and pronounces Px- 


nam Perduellionis (the Puniſhment due to High 


Treaſon) againſt any who ſhall implore the Inter- 
ceſſion of foreign Powers in their Favour. A 
ſtrange Law this, which forgets the Regard due 
to the Treaties made with theſe very Powers; 
which guaranty the Rights of the Diſſidents 
equally with thoſe of the Catholicks. But it is 
inconceivable how, in the Peace of 1736, the 
Confirmation of this Law could eſcape the Vi- 
gilance of the Mediators, it being ſo contrary to 
the Intentions and Intereſts of Ruſſia. 


In the Pacta Conventa of Auguſtus III. un- 
der the Article which confirms the Rights of the 
United Greeks, they have not condeſcended to 


make the leaſt Mention of the other Greeks, as 


though there were then no ſuch People in being: 


and accordingly all the Diſſidents were perſecuted 


during this Reign in like Manner as in the pre- 
ceding. 


In the Confederacy of 1764, the Diſſidents 
employed their utmoſt Efforts to be re- inſtated 
in their Rights, and the greateſt Part of the Nun- 


cios had Inſtructions to act in their Favour: But 


jt is univerſally known by what an outrageous 
Clamour the Clergy not only procured their De- 
mands to be rejected, but alſo cauſed this conſo- 


/atory Law to be paſſed: © We only guaranty 


to them the Security of their Perſons and 
++ preſent Poſſeſſions; but if they attempt to 
2 « obtain 


1 


<« obtain any thing farther, they are to be ſeverely 
«+ puniſhed for it, ad inſtantiam cujuſcunque.” Can 
any Thing leſs than this be guarantied to Turks 
or Tartars? I do not mention the Jews on this 
Occaſion, becauſe they have all the Liberty that 
they deſire. 


I have given above ſome Account of the Per- 
ſecutions which a falſe Interpretation of the Con- 
ſtitution of 1717 has occaſioned for the Space 
of Half a Century, But what a terrible Inter- 
pretation may the Clergy give to this laſt- 
mentioned Law? And what a dreadful Fate 
awaits the Diſſidents! 


The Fact is, that all the Severity of. theſe 
Laws is inſufficient to ſatisfy the Appetite of the 
Clergy for Perſecution. "They ſeem defirous of 
having full Liberty granted them to extirpate 
the Diſſidents at their Pleaſure, by Force of Arms. 
In the preſent Diet, the Aſſembly reſounds with 
nothing but their Clamours, they require with 
the moſt inveterate Rage the paſſing in the firſt 
Place of a very Chriſtian Law; To puniſh with 
Death, Confiſcation of Goods, and Intamy to 
him and his Poſterity, every Perſon, howſo- 
< ever diſtinguiſhed, who for the future ſhall pre- 
ſume to ſpeak in Favour of the Diſſidents *.” 
They are not therefore to be allowed even the 
wretched Conſolation of uttering their Cries and 
Complaints when they are devoted to Deſtruc- 
tion; nay, a humane and compaſſionate Catho- 
lick, when affected by the Tears and Groans of 
theſe unfortunate People, muit ſtifle the Voice 
of Nature ſpeaking in their Favour, or riſque 


The Biſhop of Cracow, in his Speech at the Diet 1705. 
3 the 


>a RF. .- An, 
d 5 22 
- - +, 
— — 


dl. 
OI ip res 0 
—_ ms — . * "2 ou * 
ba 2 4 
* , . 


+4 


- —— 
— 


— 9 
— «ws 
= te. ne, — 
— * 2 
a — 
— : 


_ 
—_ 
2". 


pm 


. Ws. - — 
- = 
- "OO RT - 
— 2x — 2 
— - — 5 
* 3 % * 
MW . 


n . 
. - V. = * 
A > — ** | Fu yk 3 — 


3 _ 2 | 
the Loſs of his Fortune, his Life, his Honour, 
and that of all his Family, if he undertakes to 


implore for them the Succour due from their 


common Country. 


We may now compute One Half of the King- 
dom to be Catholicks, with all the Grandees 
and moſt of the Nobles; One Sixth Part 
of the Remainder to be United Greeks ; the 
fame Number of Diſunited Greeks, with the 
Addition of a few Nobles; and the remaining 
Sixth to be Proteſtants, with about 200 noble 
Families, excluſive of Courland. Of all the 
Greek Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, there only remains 
the See of Mohilow, the Biſhop of which has 
lately“, in a Latin Oration, repreſented to the 


King the cruel Perſecutions inflicted on his 
Flock. 


It is not at all to be wondered at that the Diſ- 
fidents are reduced to ſuch a ſmall Number. 
The Laws always favour thoſe Subjects who pro- 
feſs the National Religion; and the Allurement 
of Offices muſt in all Probability, ſooner or later, 
induce tlie whole Kingdom to embrace that of 
the Sovereign. But it is altogether unworthy of 
Humanity to endeavour to haſten this Period 
by Cruelties, by the Repeal of fundamental 
Laws, and by unfair Interpretations of Con- 
ſtitutions expreſly made to be underſtood in 
a double Senſe. The Liberty of the Nobles is 
ſolely founded on the Laws, and on the Gua- 
ranties which the Powers intereſted in the then 
Form of Government have given to thoſe Laws. 
The bare Appearance of an Attempt to infringe 


* July the 27th, 1765. 
theſe 


ES 


theſe would of courſe alarm the whole Nation. 
But is it not allo true that the Diſſidents are pro- 


tected by the ſame Laws and the ſame Guaran- 
ties ? | 


To ſum up all, What are the Crimes by which 
the Diſſidents have merited all this rigorous Treat- 
ment? Have they ever entered into a Conſpiracy 
againſt the State ? Have they ever joined the 
public Enemies of the Kingdom ? Have they 
ever proved unfaithful or diſobedient either to 
the King or the Law ? Have they ever done any 
Injury to the Catholicks, when it has been in 
their Power to do ſo? Were not the Anceſtors 
of the preſent Nobility, who laid the Foundation 
of the Republic, Diſſidents? Were not Chod- 
kiewicz the Conqueror of the Swedes, Ruſſians, 
and Turks under Sigiſmund III. and Radzivil of 
the Coſſacks under John Caſimir, both Diſſidents? 
Did not the City of Dantzick ſupport John Ca- 
ſimir againſt Charles Auguſtus who was brought 
into Poland by the Vice-Chancellor Radzicowſki, 
a Catholick? Was not the City of Thorn de- 
ſtroyed by Charles XII. who was invited by 
the Cardinal Primate to come and dethrone 
Auguſtus II. ? And, laſtly, were not the Legit- 
lators, or rather the Confederacy of 1733, Spec- 
_ tators of the Efforts exerted by the Dantzickers 

againſt the Ruſſians when invited thither by the 
Biſhops Lipſki and Hoſius? 
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